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Zombies vs. Vampires

• Zombies have displaced vampires for the 

top horror spot in pop culture.



Socionomics and Zombies



Social Mood Trends

• Why? 

• Core Falling Transition and Peak Negative 

Mood Trends 



The Magic Island (1929)



The Magic Island (1929)

• “Willie Seabrook is the Richard Halliburton 

of the occult. The Magic Island credulously 

expounded Haitian voodoo, introduced 

"zombi" into U. S. speech.”

- Time magazine, Sep. 9, 1940



The Magic Island (1929)



Night of the Living Dead (1968)



Zombies vs Vampires

• Capitalists

• Mindless pursuit of 

human flesh

• Shambling, slow-moving

• Pursuit of society’s 

other/survivors

• Decaying flesh

• Decaying infrastructure

• Shutdown

• Asexual

• 1897 Bram Stoker’s Dracula

• Aristocrat

• Subsist on “life essence of 

the chosen”

• Cyclic feeding

• Immortality, cheating death, 

dread of mortality

• Repressed sexuality, 

creatures of the night

• Fast moving, attractive, 



Who Are Our Vampires?

• David Bowie & Catherine Deneuve (1983)

• Tom Cruise, Brad Pitt (1994)



Love at First Bite (1979)



Fridays (1981)

• I Dated a Zombie

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t8PcMk3RUKU


Shaun of the Dead 

• When was this produced?



The Walking Dead (2010)

• Police officer leads

a group of survivors

in a world overrun 

by zombies



Pride and Prejudice and Zombies 

(2009)

• “Uultraviolent zombie 

mayhem.” 



The Zombie 

Economy



Zombie Economics – How Dead 

Ideas Still Walk Among Us (2010)



Zombie Banks

• Coined by Edward Kane 

• Department of Finance, Boston College

• 1987







Zombie Cathy (2011)


